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Prelude                                                                                                 

A current tendency is to interpret the incarnation to mean embracing the world just as it is, 
because the Son of God hallowed the world by becoming flesh - incarnatus est. This, however, 
can easily become a sentimental evasion of the tension between the world as it is and the world 
as it ought to be - the life of the world to come, the world that God is going to bring into being... 
The incarnation of the Son of God should not be understood as the divine benediction on all that 
is. It was an incarnation unto the cross, and therefore an incarnation that sets a question mark 
over against the way things are. — Fleming Rutledge, The Crucifixion

Prayer (Collect) of Preparation:
      Deliver us when we draw near to You,
      from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind:
      Grant that with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections,
      we may worship You in Spirit and in Truth. Amen
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10:30 am  Morning Worship

For the kingdom of God is... righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit.  —Romans 14:17
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Invocation

Call to Worship                                             

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

Congregation: Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them 
has light shone.

Leader: In Christ was life, and the life was the light of men.

Congregation: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world.

Leader: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder,

Congregation: And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor…

Leader: Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?

Congregation: Christ has become to us wisdom from God, righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption.

Leader: Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord!

Congregation: Give glory to the only wise God forevermore through 
Jesus Christ! – from Isaiah 9:2,6; John 1:4,9; 1 Cor. 1:20,30-31; Romans 16:27

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus     Words: Charles Wesley and Mark Hunt;
Music: Rowland H. Prichard
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Declaration of Absolution

Prayer of Confession

Call to Confession

Leader: “Come now, let us reason together,” says the Lord:
“though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.”  — Isaiah 1:18

All: Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose 
face is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the 
blindness of our hearts: cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us 
from proud thoughts and vain desires, that with reverent and humble 
hearts we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding in 
your grace, and finding in you our refuge and strength; through Jesus 
Christ your Son. Amen.  – from the Book of Common Worship

Leader: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. God does not despise a 
broken and a contrite heart. Jesus said: “Whoever comes to me I will never 
drive away.” The Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness 
continues through all generations. May the Lord, who has begun this good 
work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. To those 
who repent and look to Jesus Christ for their salvation, the absolution of sins 
is effected in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen.

Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

Congregation: the Maker of heaven and earth.

Leader: O Lord, open our lips,

Congregation: and our mouths will declare your praise.

Leader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
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Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery             Words and Music: Matt Papa,
Matt Boswell, and Michael Bleecker
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Offertory                             

Pastoral Prayer

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                   

Doxology                                                                         Words: Thomas Ken;
Music: Thomas Tallis
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Sermon                                                      Rev. Nathan Barczi

Scripture Reading                         Luke 1:5-25, 57-66  

      Reader: This is the word of the Lord.
      Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

O Savior of Our Fallen Race                     Words: 6th Century Latin hymn;
Music: Keith Getty
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Lord’s Supper

Invitation

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Words of Institution

Minister: : Who is the Redeemer? 

All: The only Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of 
God, in whom God became man and bore the penalty for sin himself.

- New City Catechism Q&A 20

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less                Words: Edward Mote;
Music: William Bradbury

Deacons’ Fund Offering



9

Benediction



Welcome
Welcome visitors! We’re glad you could join us online. Please fill out a digital 
visitor card at ctkcambridge.org/visit so we can get to know you better. Find 
out more about us by contacting office@ctkcambridge.org.  For more informa-
tion on CTK’s response to the coronavirus, visit ctkcambridge.org/coronavirus. 

Sundays
Adult Education & Sunday School Classes
Typically, Christ the King offers classes for adults, youth, and children every 
Sunday morning.  During this hiatus from public gathering, we will be offering 
Adult Education and Sunday school gatherings on Sunday mornings via Zoom:

For Families
Parents, you might try some of these ideas to help your child(ren) understand 
and better connect with our worship service.

During the service
· Encourage children to participate in each part of the service. During the 
sermon, children might   then complete one of the worship activities pro-
vided at ctkcambridge.org/worship-kids.
· For non-readers, place your arms around your child and point to the 
words in the bulletin as they are read.

After the service / During the week
· Reread the Scripture passage. For younger children, read from a storybook 
Bible or more accessible translation like International Children’s Bible (ICB) 
or NIrV available at biblegateway.com.
· Discuss the service and sermon as a family using the worship guide (at 
ctkcambridge.org/
worship-kids) to help children understand each part. Have everyone recall a 
part of the service that stood out to them.
· Listen to and discuss the songs from the service at ctkcambridge.org/
songs. Visit this page to also preview songs to prepare for the upcoming 
service (songs are updated mid-week).

Our Only Comfort: A Study of The Heidelberg Catechism.  Since its 
publication in 1563, the Heidelberg Catechism has become one of the 
most widely circulated books in the world, and it’s not hard to see 
why.  Alongside its clear presentation of Christian doctrine, it’s truly 
beloved for its pastoral spirit and its emphasis on the tremendous con-
solation and encouragement to be found in the gospel.  This will be an 
excellent opportunity to learn and be refreshed - come join the discussion 
on Zoom!  We recommend that you purchase Kevin DeYoung’s excellent 
guide to the Catechism, The Good News We Almost Forgot.

CTK is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). 
Scripture texts are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version™, 

©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187, 
CCLI #912939.



Community Groups 
Now as always, Community groups are central to our life together at CTK 
as a way to study and pray together and serve each other and our communi-
ties.  Right now, groups are meeting virtually.  Please visit ctkcambridge.org/
community-groups for a full listing with contact information.

Christ the King is a multi-congregational church worshipping in Cam-
bridge, Dorchester, Jamaica Plain, Wakefield and Quincy. We also have 
sister congregations worshipping in East Boston (in Portuguese), Newton, 
Hanover, West Roxbury and Somerville. See ctkboston.org to find out more.

Ways To Get Involved

Fellowship Groups and Ministries

Men’s Fellowship Groups: Rev. Nathan Barczi (nathan@ctkcambridge.org)

Women’s Ministry: Laura Martin (laura.a.martin87@gmail.com)

Youth Community Group: Dana Russell (dana@ctkcambridge.org)

Vocational Fellowship Groups: Rev. Nathan Barczi (nathan@ctkcambridge.org)

College Students can join Reformed University Fellowships  
      BU: nathan.dicks@ruf.org,  
      Harvard: michael.whitham@ruf.org,
      MIT: solomon.kim@ruf.org.

Meals Ministry: Erin Ward (meals@ctkcambridge.org)

Overseas Partner Liaison: Morgan Crago (missions@ctkcambridge.org)

Currently there are no groups meeting in person, but some ministries and groups are 
still meeting virtually. Please reach out to the listed contact person to learn more.

Online Resources
Samples of the songs for Sunday’s worship service are posted on the website 
by the Wednesday before the service, along with the coming Sunday’s bulletin 
and Scripture passage, at ctkcambridge.org/songs.

For online giving, visit ctkcambridge.org/giving. 

Sermon recordings and Adult Ed classes can be found on the website at ctk-
cambridge.org/sermons and ctkcambridge.org/adulteducation, respectively.

For recommended daily Bible reading plans selected by pastoral staff, visit 
ctkcambridge.org/daily-bible-readings.

To sign up for the CTK Reader, our weekly e-newsletter, visit ctkcambridge.
org/reader.



On Saturday, December 12, CTK is glad to let Starlight ministries use our church for their 
Annual Christmas Banquet. Starlight ministries is a branch of the Emmanuel Gospel 
Center and works to alleviate homelessness in Boston, and we have helped with their 
Christmas events in the past. Given the current situation, this will be a drop-by event 
where guests can come get a packaged meal and a gift. Starlight staff will use our kitchen 
to cook the food, but will need some help packing things and greeting the guests! Please 
consider signing up for some of the volunteer slots.  You can contact office@ctkcambridge.
org for the sign-up sheet.

Celebrate the Advent season with singing at CTK’s Eighth Annual Christmas 
Concert, this year online! Come join CTK’s talented musicians for an evening of 
festive performances and rousing caroling on Saturday, December 12, at 6:30pm. Stay 
tuned for links and other information, and contact amanda@ctkcambridge.org with 
questions.

To contact staff or officers, please visit ctkcambridge.org/staff-officers

Announcements:

T his Week at CTK:
For more details, see ctkcambridge.org/weekly-events, or email office@ctkcambridge.org

Sun, 9a :: Adult Education :: Online
   ctkcambridge.org/adulteducation 

Mon, 7:30p :: Women’s Evening Bible Study :: Online
   ctkcambridge.org/women

Tue, 7a :: Morning Prayer :: Online
   ctkcambridge.org/prayer

Wed, 9a :: Women’s Morning Bible Study :: Online
   ctkcambridge.org/women

Fri, 4p :: Theology Reading Group :: Online


